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On Oc. 17, the Town of MNarth
Graenbush hosted the opaning
night lar its new Youth Canter
to rave reviews. And, whda'the
program ksall is not new, the
paramatars of it are. For Morth
Greenbush town Councilman Lou
Desso, this chenge m exactly whak
the program needed to give youth
in the area & lun, sole ond healthy
arvirpnment to spend a few hours
Friday and Saturdey evenings.

Dessa, who has been the chair-
man of the Youth Committes
since teking office saw o need
that he hod o special nterest
in fixing. Tve been intarested in
youth for o long time,” he says,

1 think | was a coach or teachar
iy lormier e becouse | love
working with kids.” Thouwgh the
Cantar has been operating since
1878, & needod some reworking,
50 the Youth end Recreaton Com-
rittae and the Youth Canter sub-
COMmimittes Nave baan mesting ot
leBst twice 8 month to do some
FEVEMRINg.

In tmie, new policies, procedures
and goals wers set. Tha main gool,
Desso says, s providing & safe,
heaithy emvironement that's fun for
tha children of North Greenbush ™
In oroer to meet that goal, the firss
chanpe wag the amownt of struc-
ture added to the program itaedl,
The biggest new rulg irvabes the
free mamberships for which par-
ents and thes children sign up.

The first type of membership,
typically meant for sixth-sighth
gradars, but svailable to oider chi-
dran as wal, i5 ona in which youth
will be dropped off ot the Center,
will gign in, and arent allewed to
lesve untll thes parants pick them
up. The second aliows visitgrs to
leave once during the night and

raturn, but the second bme thoy
leave they arent allowed beck

in, The memberships ere agraead
upen by children and parents. I
fes @y reason, children leave
with someone not designated by
jparents, the parents will be im-
maediataly informed.

For Desso and parents alke,
this deals with one of the bigpest
problems of the Center's past.
According to Dessa, “We used
e s people coming in and out
all pight and wa're not allowing
that any longer” With the new
memberships in place. coming
and going and hanging around
outside the center is no longer
siowed The Centar and tha
surrounding area will be monk
torad closely by staff who have
also besn trained and oriented
to the new gooils through staff
orentation meetings and ongoing
supervision. Peid stall consists
of tegna 18 and older and several
school teachers, many af whom
BrE in thelr wanties. Desso
& alsa in the process of sgning up
parents to volunteer for evenings;
the list is already prowing from
their opaning night.

Batwean 50 and 60 kits
showed up for tha Fridey opensng,
and about 45 returmed the follow-
ing evening. The Centar, locetad
at the Town Hell &t 2 Douglas St
in Wynantskil, is open Fridays and
Satwrdeys from October through
My, with hours from 7-91 pm.,
Bnd m open evary Bvening during
school breaks. Desso's hope for
the future of the Centar is that
the younger kids whao go there
now will continue to in future

YRGS
Esch Friday snd Saturday

evaning thare is & new event,
through which Desso and the
committes mambens have worked
o incorporate “increasngly age
Bppropriate activities” Novem-
ber events include 8 boysgirls

footbal tournament, B music night
completa with air band contest
and movie mght, and many othar
activities. Baskdas the gym, which
Desso says will be the main attrac-
tion, the Centar also offers a game
rooem, & TV roorm for which parmit-
ted channals are written in tha
rudes, and vidao garnes which must
b rated E for everyone and sp-
proved by stall. The schedule for
upegsning events is plonned two
manths in advance and s evaiable
on tha Tewn af Morth Greenbush’s
wobsite, wwwiownoing com,
Special events will be sdvertised
at tha Town Hall on the community
bosrd

i the opening w5 any way of
gauging the future of tha center.
things are looking good. Par-
ents ot the event, pccording to
Dwmesn, were thrilled with the new
atructurs ahd having & safe, fun
place for their chddren to spend
time For Desso, thrilled isn't
a strong enough word. ) was
amazed’ he said, “there wera 50
mary children the first night, | just
couldn’t believe it and parents jusz
kept coming and signing up and
volunteering”

Quick to shere cred, tha
eounciiman offers thanks to his
committes and Mike Miner, who
ia the manager of the building de-
partment for the town. Of hMiner,
Deaso gays "there is no way we
could have done this without his
energy and eMore” For Desso
thaugh, it & about more then just
smply building up the program.,
“we're really trying Lo impact
our youth in a positive way. | fesd
strongly thet wa're going to do
this and it's 8 privilege and o very
rewarding thing to be & part of®

For more information abaout the
Youth Canter contact Dessa by

amail at dessoftownofng.com aor
by caling Minar at 2B3-2714, &
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